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Iter Frits: 

Below is * round-up, ae seen from here, of futon* developments 
la the Beet-aest field mbich aey be of interest to the Aebeeeador, 
to you, and to Jee. 

_ l) Wwir-*»wor Marking Qroup: Ine ehemeee now appear good that 
tb* FOur-Poaer Harking Oroup will seat in Utthlngtoa. All except tbo 
British have agreed, and there Is no knows reason why they will object. 
Ins Working Qroup will probably convene eoat tlae Is the earlier part 
of Mbruery, and the first order of buelaase will ba to draft a 
reply to the Soviet note on Gernany* Plans are to flat the reply out 
fairly quickly, certainly veil before the April Meeting. 

lbs Harking Gtroup will also, however, be undertaking a re-examination 
of oar general policy on Oenam unification and European security In 
preparation for whatever ■acting la going to be held with the Soviet©. 
Die developaeat of a substantive U.S. position on these natters is 
still in the vary prlotitiva etage indicated in Iaae*s letter to Joe 
of January 16j there are no really new ideas. Anong the Ideas being 
thrown into the hopper are: (l) opening discuaslons on a Oeraen 
paaee treaty (without agreeing, of course, to the unacceptable 
provisions of the 8ovlet draft; in order to give the Soviet* a chance 
to retreat frea their extrene Berlin position by "talking to death" 
the Oeroan situation; (2) possible •'piecemeal" implementation of a 
Oemaa peace treaty, with clauses In the cultural, economic, and 
information fields, which could be aore easily agreed upon, being 
iaplanented ae they are agreed; and (3) proposals for "partial 
confederation" In which Vest and last Genaeny might retain autonomy 
in their social and econoaic institutions, while there was a aerger 
in the foreign affairs and defense fields. Selther these nor any 
other ideas are being really seriously considered at the present, 
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*) MHttlag with the Seriate on qarmany i The *p*cifie* of 
timing, agenda, Md level of participation are undetermined at 
present, but It ha* now become pretty likely that a meeting of 
earn* eert with tha soviet* will taka place, lb* chance* for a 
meeting am considerably taattar then vara tha ohanoaa for a 
Sumait aaatlng a year ago. Ac pure gueasee, 1 would aayi (l) Baa 
timing will ba In alA-aprlngj (2) tha agenda la likely to be aa 
open aa possible! and (3) tha laval will probably ba Foreign 
Minister*, :wrbepe with lower level preparationj It certainly vlll 
not ba a Susnit aaatlng, Obis conference is likely, of course, 
to have quit* an Impact on our eetivltlea, including tha April 
Meeting. 

3) »\X8laar laot Suaganalon i Tha alaermement link haa now 
baan severed, I hopa without too much bloodshed. Tha Brit lab have 
baan arguing that wa should sever tha diasreaoant link In order to 
foeua entirely on tha oontrol lesu*. X hava a faallng that tha 
British, In thalr anxiety to com* to aoaa sort of egreenent, will 
now atart gradually pressuring ua to aaoapt looaar oontrol taiaauraa 
than wa would like. 

Alia la anothar possibility vhieb may ba looming up in tha 
future, toaa serious oonaldaratlon la boing given hare, aa a last 
fall-back position, to propoalng an agraaaant merely banning 
atmoepherlo teste, leaving underground and vary high aiutud* teata 
uncontrolled and unbanned. A ban on atmoepberle teata would require 
a rtxy simple and eeelly-aegotleted oontrol system. Present 
thinking In the Ospartasnt la that this proposal should not be 
co n s ider ed until the negotiations haws shown conclusively that the 
Soviet* will not agree on an effective oontrol ayaten for the kind 
of oomplete euapenalon now oontemplmted. However, continent le 
growing in eome euartere for shifting to the staple atmospberlQ 
ban fairly soon. ABC favor* It, and oartaln Influential Senator* 
have com* forward with auoh a proposal. Do you have any thought* 
on the KASO reaction to en atmoepherlo ban? Thm French problem 
would become more manageable, of oourae. It would also go a 
oonalderahle way to aatlafy eo-ealled "world opinion" objection* 
to nuoloar teeting, whloh are largely directed at atnoephere 
oontomlnstion* 

*) ffwrlae Attack i Oilngs are bound to b* pretty aulet 
for some time on thiifront. One Presidentially-appointed Study 
Panel/ vhloh 1* *uppoeed to oonelder how to clarify the terms of 
refereaee for future talks, le eiojeoted to taka around three 
months to do lte 40b. 



Sincerely yours, 



RA - Mr. Timmons 
Mr. Cotqpton 
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> iSl' 1 (2 ,^ th ? f"* 1 ^ «*«» !• to oo^plet* its draft r«ly 
by labruary 10j (3) th« ocm^ruw* vithth. BovUto vould b. 
<«U^««n«dAprll9. 9>is la-t U a long !*y7ra» ^JL 
W<M»4, but oafinltojy raproMnta tt* currant thinkinghere. 
22J*"*!? •"*' u cuta u ****** o:u *« **th our MAXO aaetlng. 
Ifaethar thi. will be • good or bad thing 1. diff ioult tojudg. 



«t thi* rang*. 

P.P.S. The above P.s. shouJd be very closely held. 



[■ to*/:?<i\ 



